
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

203

1998 T20.13
proved Catholic and Protestant churches’’
including the use of detention, arrest, and
‘‘reform-through-education’’ sentences;

Whereas, although the 1997 Country Re-
ports note several ‘‘positive steps’’ by the
Chinese Government such as signing the
United Nations Covenant on Economic, So-
cial and Cultural Rights and allowing the
United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention to visit China, Assistant Sec-
retary of State John Shattuck has testified
regarding those reports that ‘‘We do not see
major changes [in the human rights
siguation in China]. We have not character-
ized China as having demonstrated major
changes in the period over the course of the
last year’’;

Whereas, in 1990, 1992, and each year since
then, the United States has participated in
an unsuccessful multilateral effort to gain
passage of a United Nations Commission on
Human Rights resolution addressing the
human rights situation in China;

Whereas the Government of China has
mounted a diplomatic campaign each year to
defeat the resolution and has succeeded in
blocking commission consideration of such a
resolution each year except 1995, when the
United States engaged in a more aggressive
effort to promote the resolution;

Whereas China’s opposition to the resolu-
tion has featured an attack on the principle
of the universality of human rights, which
the United States, China, and 169 other gov-
ernments reaffirmed at the 1993 United Na-
tions World Conference on Human Rights;

Whereas on February 23, 1998, the European
Union (EU) agreed that neither the EU nor
its member states would table or cosponsor a
resolution on the human rights situation in
China at the 54th Session of the United Na-
tions Commission on Human Rights;

Whereas on March 13, 1998, the Administra-
tion announced that it would not seek pas-
sage of a resolution at the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights addressing the
human rights situation in China;

Whereas without United States leadership
there is little possibility of success for that
resolution;

Whereas, in 1994, when the President an-
nounced his decision to delink Most Favored
Nation (MFN) status for China from pre-
viously announced human rights conditions,
the Administration pledged that the United
States would ‘‘step up its efforts, in coopera-
tion with other states, to insist that the
United Nations Human Rights Commission
pass a resolution dealing with the serious
human rights abuses in China’’ as part of the
Administration’s ‘‘new human rights strat-
egy’’;

Whereas a failure vigorously to pursue the
adoption of such a resolution would con-
stitute an abandonment of an important
component of the ‘‘expanded multilateral
agenda’’ that the Administration promised
as part of its ‘‘new human rights strategy’’
toward China; and

Whereas Chinese democracy advocate and
former political prisoner Wei Jingsheng has
stated that ‘‘[t]his [United Nations Commis-
sion on Human Rights] resolution is a mat-
ter of life and death for democratic reform in
China’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) urges the President to reconsider his de-
cision not to press for passage of a resolution
on human rights violations in China at the
54th Session of the United Nations Commis-
sion on Human Rights;

(2) expresses its profound regret that the
European Union will not table or cosponsor a
resolution on human rights violations in
China at the 54th Session of the United Na-
tions Commission on Human Rights; and

(3) urges all members of the United Na-
tions Commission on Human Rights to sup-

port passage of a resolution on human rights
violations in China at the 54th Session of the
United Nations Commission on Human
Rights.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska, recognized Mr.
SMITH of New Jersey and Mr. DAVIS
of Florida, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said resolution, as amended?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

BARRETT of Nebraska, announced
that two-thirds of the Members present
had voted in the affirmative.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey demanded
that the vote be taken by the yeas and
nays, which demand was supported by
one-fifth of the Members present, so
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska, pursuant to
clause 5, rule I, announced that further
proceedings on the motion were post-
poned.

T20.11 PROVIDING FOR THE
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 2870

Mr. SOLOMON, by direction of the
Committee on Rules, reported (Rept.
No. 105–449) the resolution (H. Res. 388)
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 2870) to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to facilitate protec-
tion of tropical forests through debt re-
duction with developing countries with
tropical forests.

When said resolution and report were
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered printed.

T20.12 DEMOCRACY IN BOTSWANA

Mr. ROYCE moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following resolu-
tion (H. Res. 373):

Whereas Sir Ketumile Masire has been in-
volved in politics in his country since he co-
founded the Bechuanaland Democratic Party
(later the Botswana Democratic Party) with
Seretse Khama in 1962;

Whereas Sir Ketumile Masire was elected
to Botswana’s first Parliament in 1965, later
became Vice President under President
Seretse Khama, and succeeded President
Khama as President upon his death in 1980;

Whereas under President Masire’s adminis-
tration Botswana has maintained a success-
ful multiparty constitutional democracy
with regular free and fair elections;

Whereas President Masire plans to retire
from the presidency on March 31, 1998;

Whereas the Government of Botswana has
worked constructively with the Organization
of African Unity, the Southern African De-
velopment Community, and other organiza-
tions to promote democracy in Africa;

Whereas Botswana is a long standing
friend of the United States and was selected
as the site of a major Voice of America radio
relay station because of its stability; and

Whereas President Clinton plans to en-
hance United States relations with Botswana
through an upcoming official visit to Bot-
swana: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) commends the people of Botswana for
their commitment to democracy;

(2) commends Sir Ketumile Masire for his
long and distinguished service to his country
and the cause of democracy in Africa;

(3) calls on President Masire’s successor to
pursue the course set by President Masire by
maintaining a democratic Botswana;

(4) calls on the Government of Botswana to
continue playing a positive role in African
and world affairs; and

(5) encourages the Government of Bot-
swana to continue promoting peace, democ-
racy, respect for human rights, and economic
reform in Africa.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska, recognized Mr.
ROYCE and Mr. DAVIS of Florida,
each for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said resolution?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

BARRETT of Nebraska, announced
that two-thirds of the Members present
had voted in the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said reso-
lution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said resolution, as amended, was
agreed to was, by unanimous consent,
laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said reso-
lution.

T20.13 FREE ELECTIONS IN CAMBODIA

Mr. BEREUTER moved to suspend
the rules and agree to the following
resolution (H. Res. 361); as amended:

Whereas Cambodia continues to recover
from years of political conflict, civil war, the
era of Khmer Rouge genocide, and subse-
quent foreign invasion;

Whereas the 1991 Paris Peace Accords con-
tributed significantly to a process of polit-
ical accommodation, national conciliation,
and the establishment of a state based on
democratic ideals;

Whereas the people of Cambodia over-
whelmingly demonstrated their support for
the democratic process through the partici-
pation of over 93 percent of eligible voters in
the United Nations-sponsored 1993 elections;

Whereas the commitment of the Cam-
bodian people to democracy and stability is
reflected in the national constitution guar-
anteeing fundamental human rights;

Whereas the international donor commu-
nity has supported the democratic process in
Cambodia by contributing over $3,000,000,000
to peacekeeping and national reconstruction
efforts;

Whereas notwithstanding the notable soci-
etal and economic reforms made subsequent
to the 1993 elections, tensions within the
Cambodian Government continued to mount,
culminating in the July 5, 1997, military
coup by which Second Prime Minister Hun
Sen deposed the duly elected First Prime
Minister Prince Ranariddh;

Whereas the Hun Sen government has yet
to adequately investigate the killings and
human rights abuses which occurred at the
time of the July 5, 1997, coup and which were
detailed in the August 21, 1997, Hammarberg
report;

Whereas Second Prime Minister Hun Sen
made a commitment to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights
(UNCHR) to extend the mandate of UNCHR;

Whereas an ongoing atmosphere of intimi-
dation has prevented many of the political
exiles who have returned to Cambodia from
carrying out their activities in preparation

VerDate 23-MAR-99 09:14 Aug 15, 2000 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00203 Fmt 9634 Sfmt 0634 S:\JCK\05DAY2\05DAY2.020 HPC1 PsN: HPC1



JOURNAL OF THE

204

MARCH 17T20.14
for the election scheduled for July 26 with-
out fear;

Whereas questions remain concerning the
independence and impartiality of the newly
created National Election Commission;

Whereas the failure of the Hun Sen Gov-
ernment to agree to arrangements for the ex-
peditious return of Prince Ranariddh calls
into serious question the possibility of a
credible election; and

Whereas the European Union has unwisely
decided to provide 9,500,000 ECU’s (approxi-
mately $11,500,000) in aid to the Hun Sen re-
gime to prepare for the July election in the
absence of conditions that would allow a
credible election: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) calls upon the Cambodian
Government—

(A) to fully implement the Paris Peace Ac-
cords;

(B) to enforce the rule of law and fully pro-
tect human rights, including a thorough in-
vestigation of the extrajudicial killings and
human rights abuses which occurred fol-
lowing the July 5, 1997, coup and punishment
of those involved;

(C) to restore a nonviolent and neutral po-
litical atmosphere, including strict adher-
ence to the cease-fire announced on Feb-
ruary 27, 1998;

(D) to allow all exiled opposition leaders,
including First Premier Ranariddh, to return
to Cambodia and to engage in political activ-
ity without fear of political or physical re-
prisal; and

(E) to take further measures to create
mechanisms to help ensure a credible elec-
tion, including a truly independent and im-
partial election commission and provisions
to allow domestic and international observ-
ers to monitor the entire election process;

(2) commends the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) for its efforts to re-
store democratic governance in Cambodia
and urges a continuation of these efforts;

(3) calls upon the European Union to recon-
sider its decision to provide assistance to the
election process until such time as genuinely
free and fair elections can be conducted;

(4) urges the Secretary of State to con-
tinue to provide support through appropriate
nongovernmental organizations to the coura-
geous Cambodian human rights workers who
persevere in their difficulty task, despite the
considerable risk at which they put them-
selves;

(5) calls upon the Secretary of State to
work with members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations and with members
of the Donors group in urging the Cambodian
Government to create the conditions which
would guarantee a free and fair election;

(6) calls upon the Cambodian Government
to work cooperatively with the Phnom Penh
office of the United Nations Centre for
Human Rights and urges the United States
Government and the international commu-
nity to support the efforts of the Centre to
promote human rights in Cambodia by pro-
viding the additional financial assistance
needed to increase the number of United Na-
tions human rights monitors in Cambodia;
and

(7) states its unwillingness to accept as le-
gitimate or as worthy of United States as-
sistance any Cambodian government that
arises from a fraudulent electoral process.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska, recognized Mr.
BEREUTER and Mr. DAVIS of Florida,
each for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

BARRETT of Nebraska, announced

that two-thirds of the Members present
had voted in the affirmative.

Mr. BEREUTER demanded that the
vote be taken by the yeas and nays,
which demand was supported by one-
fifth of the Members present, so the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska, pursuant to
clause 5, rule I, announced that further
proceedings on the motion were post-
poned.

T20.14 HUMAN RIGHTS IN NORTHERN
IRELAND

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey moved to
suspend the rules and agree to the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 152); as amended:

Whereas multiparty talks regarding North-
ern Ireland attended by representatives of
the British and Irish Governments and rep-
resentatives elected from political parties in
Northern Ireland are underway for the first
time since the partition of Ireland in 1922
creating a momentous opportunity for
progress on human rights concerns;

Whereas human rights violations and the
lack of accountability by those responsible
for such violations have been persistent fea-
tures of the conflict in Northern Ireland; and

Whereas more than 3,000 people have died
and thousands more have been injured as a
result of the political violence in Northern
Ireland since 1969: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That—

(1) the Congress condemns the violence
committed on all sides of the conflict in
Northern Ireland as illegal, unjust, and inhu-
mane;

(2) the Congress commends the leadership
in both the British and Irish Governments
and former United States Senator George
Mitchell, Independent Chairman of the
multiparty talks, for fostering a new envi-
ronment in which human rights concerns
may be addressed and an agreement may be
reached expeditiously through inclusive
talks with respect to Northern Ireland; and

(3) it is the sense of the Congress that—
(A) all parties should reject violence and

work diligently through democratic, peace-
ful means to reach a just and lasting peace
in Northern Ireland;

(B) human rights should be protected for
all citizens and any peace agreement in
Northern Ireland must recognize the state’s
obligation to protect human rights in all cir-
cumstances; and

(C) there are a number of measures which
can be taken immediately that would rem-
edy abusive human rights policies and build
confidence in the peace process, such as act-
ing upon the Standing Advisory Commission
on Human Rights (SACHR) report and rec-
ommendations put forth by other human
rights organizations.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska, recognized Mr.
SMITH of New Jersey and Mr. DAVIS
of Florida, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said concurrent resolution, as
amended?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska, announced
that two-thirds of the Members present
had voted in the affirmative.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey demanded
that the vote be taken by the yeas and
nays, which demand was supported by

one-fifth of the Members present, so
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska, pursuant to
clause 5, rule I, announced that further
proceedings on the motion were post-
poned until Wednesday, March 18, 1998.

T20.15 END TO REPRESSSION IN KOSOVA

Mr. GILMAN moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 235); as
amended:

Whereas the Albanian people of Kosova
constitute more than 90 percent of the total
population of Kosova;

Whereas the political rights of the Alba-
nian people of Kosova were curtailed when
the Government of Yugoslavia illegally
amended the Constitution of Yugoslavia
without the consent of the people of Kosova
on March 23, 1989, revoking the autonomous
status of Kosova;

Whereas in 1990, the Parliament and Gov-
ernment of Kosova were abolished by further
unlawful amendments to the Constitution of
Yugoslavia;

Whereas the Mission of Long Duration to
Kosova, the Sandzak and Vojvodina, which
the Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE) deployed in 1992, eased
local tensions through objective human
rights monitoring and facilitating dialogue
between authorities and the various commu-
nities before the authorities of Serbia-Mon-
tenegro expelled the Mission in 1993;

Whereas the State Department’s 1997 Coun-
try Report on Human Rights in Serbia notes
violations of civil liberties in Kosova par-
ticularly in the following categories: polit-
ical and other extra-judicial killing; torture
and other cruel inhuman or degrading treat-
ment or punishment; arbitrary arrest, deten-
tion or exile; denial of fair public trial; and
arbitrary interference with privacy, family,
home, or correspondence;

Whereas on the night of February 28, 1998,
Serbian paramilitary policy units, reported
to number in excess of 25,000 men, swept
through the Drenica region of Kosova killing
more than 20 Albanian citizens, many of who
died from being beaten to death;

Whereas on March 2, 1998, 30,000 demonstra-
tors peacefully marched in Pristina to pro-
test the massacre of February 28 and were
brutally attacked by Serbian police;

Whereas a group calling itself the Libera-
tion Army of Kosova has threatened to re-
taliate against the atrocities committed by
Serbian authorities;

Whereas new elections in Kosova scheduled
for March 22, 1998, have now been postponed;
and

Whereas the President of the United States
and other officials have warned the Govern-
ment of Serbia that there would be serious
consequences if Serbian policies led to an es-
calation of violence in Kosova: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives
(the Senate concurring), That it is the sense of
the Congress that—

(1) the violent repression carried out by
the Serbian police and paramilitary forces
against the ethnic Albanian population of
Kosova should be condemned by the United
States and the international community;

(2) efforts of the international Contact
Group (the United States, United Kingdom,
France, Germany, Russia, and Italy) in sup-
port of a resolution of the conflict in Kosova
are to be commended and intensified;

(3) no international or United States sanc-
tions currently in force against the Govern-
ment of Serbia and Montenegro should be
terminated at this time, unless such termi-
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